
 

MECA Executive Board Meeting - May 27th, 2020 
Minutes 

 
 
A meeting of the Maine Chess Association Executive Board took place over the internet on 
Wednesday, May 27th, 2020. The meeting was open to any MECA member.  
 

The meeting was attended by Michael Dudley (President), Dan Deluca (Vice-President), 
Wyatt Hendrix (Secretary), Shannon Levesque (Treasurer), Oisin O’Searcoid (EB member), 
Elisabeth Mock (EB member), Stephen Wong (EB member), and Matthew Fishbein (EB 
member).  

 
These minutes were written by Wyatt Hendrix, the Secretary of the Maine Chess 

Association.  
 
Key: 

- A circled number (ex. ①) means that the meeting has moved onto that corresponding 
item on the agenda.  

- MECA stands for the Maine Chess Association (a 501c(3) non-profit organization, that 
also serves as the official Maine State Chapter of US Chess). 

- EB stands for Executive Board (the governing body of the Maine Chess Association). 
- Simply the board, also is meant to indicate the Executive Board.  

 
The agenda for this meeting was as follows:  

 
1. Based on feedback from Dan and Elisabeth, an outline of a proposed charge for the 

MECA Scholastic Committee, which will plan the Maine Scholastic Team and Individual Chess 
Championships for 2020-2021, will be reviewed. 
 
2. After giving an overview of feedback from coaches and from the EB, Oisin’s motion that the 
2020 Individual Championships be held on chess.com (also serving as qualifying events for the 
US Chess scholastic Tournament of Champions (TOC) invitationals) will be discussed and voted 
on.  
 
 
 
 

http://chess.com/


 

 
c. 7:00 - The meeting is called to order with 7 EB board members in attendance, Elisabeth is 
expected to show up later in the meeting as she had a scheduling conflict.  
 
① c. 7:05 - Michael presents his proposal¹ (see appendix) for the formation of a MECA 
scholastic committee, and informs the board of the details of the Maine Association of Chess 
Coaches meeting and its decision to dissolve. Michaels proposal is discussed and some minor 
details are ironed out. The proposal was voted on and passed 8-0.  
 
 
② c. 7:30 - Since the previous meeting of the EB, US Chess had decided to hold the scholastic 
TOC invitationals online. Therefore the board had to find a solution that would nominate the 
players to the TOC events before the deadline.  
 

The board reviewed feedback from coaches and community members. The board 
discussed new ideas for anti-cheating measures.  
 

Chess.com’s fair-play analysis was discussed, and the board found it to be relatively 
reliable but agreed that it is in no way foolproof.  
 

The EB has approved other anti-cheating measures² that will be used in tandem with the 
fair-play analysis on chess.com.  
 

The EB also discussed how to protect the rights of players who have been suspected or 
accused of cheating and to ensure they receive fair treatment.  
 

The proposal to hold the 2020 Maine State Scholastic Individual Chess Championships 
over the internet was voted on and passed 8-0.  
 
 
c. 9:00 - The meeting was adjourned.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Wyatt Hendrix 
Maine Chess Association Secretary 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
Appendix:  
 

1. In order to combat online cheating, the following steps will be taken: 
● All games will be tested for fair play using chess.com's fair play protocols. This test is provided because the 

event will be rated by US Chess online. Therefore, all results will be unofficial until all games are checked 
for fair play, regardless of the outcome of the player. 

● All games will be observed and monitored by Matthew Fishbein (former Maine State Champion and 
national master) and Wyatt Hendrix (current Maine State Co-Champion) in order to detect potential fair 
play issues. This analysis will examine the quality of play in comparison to a player's already established 
strength. This analysis will go hand-in-hand with chess.com's analysis. This will help us to get preliminary 
fair-play checks before chess.com’s which could only arrive to us weeks later (after the nomination 
deadline).  

● All players will be subject to the expectations of the US Chess Code of Ethics as normal. Any players 
found to violate fair play rules and expectations are subject to further disciplinary action, which will 
include referral to the US Chess Ethics Committee. 

● Players in high school and middle school sections will be expected to broadcast over Zoom in some 
capacity, and TDs will be monitoring the games online as well. 

 

2. I am happy to announce that the MECA Scholastic Committee is ready to be called. This committee will 
plan scholastic championships in Maine starting with the 2021 season, with the potential to take up other 
parts of MECA's scholastic-related mission beyond 2021. 

Interested committee members should be: 

● Current head coaches in Maine schools, or current tournament directors, or both; 
● MECA members in good standing (current dues are $12 for one year of membership); 
● Preferably current or former competitors with over-the-board tournament experience. 

If you are interested in serving on this committee, please email MECA president Michael Dudley 
(mainechesspresident@gmail.com) stating so explicitly.  
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